
Dear Constituents:.

About two-thirds of Ontario's electricity comes from nuclear and 
hydroelectric sources with the rest coming  mostly from fossil 
fuel powered generating stations. At times of peak demand, we 
rely even more heavily on fossil fuel powered generation. So us-
ing less energy means less power plant emissions, which helps to 
keep the environment cleaner today and far into the future

Energy conservation is the cornerstone of Ontario’s further en-
ergy supply plan. At a time when environmental concerns have 
risen to an anxious peak, conservation offers many positive bene-
fits. Let’s show all Ontarians how the riding of Brant can be part 
of the solution!

Sincerely,

Dave Levac, MPP

Brant

MPP DMPP D AVEAVE  L L EVACEVAC
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Conserve Energy and 
Save Money!
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Did you know: 
Ontarians are 
challenged to re-
duce the prov-
ince’s peak de-
mand by 6,300 
mega watts or 
20% of our total 
electricity con-
sumption by 
2025.
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�x Turning out the lights when you leave a room 
can lead to big savings  - Lighting in your home 
accounts for 5 to 10% of your total energy use.

�x Consider installing occupancy sensors, which 
automatically turn lights out when no one is in 
the room.

�x�x When Ontarians participated in ‘Earth Hour’ they 
conserved  434.45 mega watts of power. That’s 
enough to power  434.450 homes - with just one 
hour of electricity conservation!

�x It’s simple things like turning out the lights 
that really make the difference.  Taking just a 
few minutes to look at your behavior and realize 
when you can conserve electricity can make a 
big difference in your energy bills and the envi-
ronment. 
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Tip # 1: Turn off the 
Lights!
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Did you knowDid you know: : 
One kilowatt of One kilowatt of 
power is the power is the 
amount of eleamount of elec-c-
tricity required tricity required 
to keep a 100to keep a 100--
watt light bulb lit watt light bulb lit 
for 10 hoursfor 10 hours
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�x Compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) are more 
energy-efficient, and reduce air and water pol-
lution.

�x Although initially more expensive, CFLs save 
you money in the long run because they use 
75% less electricity and last up to 10 times 
longer.

�x Replacing even one 60-watt incandescent bulb 
with a 15-watt CFL in each of Canada's 12 mil-
lion households could save up to $73 million a 
year in energy costs. It would also reduce GHG 
emissions by approximately 397 000 tonnes –
the equivalent of taking more than 66 000 cars 
off the road each year.

�x For more information go to: http://www.
energy.gov.on.ca/index.cfm?
fuseaction=conservation.lighting
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Tip # 2: CFL Light Bulbs ARE 
BETTER!
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Did you knowDid you know: : 
Compact fluoreCompact fluores-s-
cent light bulbs cent light bulbs 
(CFLs) use up to (CFLs) use up to 
75 % less ele75 % less elec-c-
tricity and last up tricity and last up 
to 10 times to 10 times 
longer then ilonger then in-n-
cacanndescent light descent light 
bulbs.bulbs.
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�x Using fresh air rather than your dryer saves you 
energy and money while giving your laundry a 
fresh, clean scent.

�x Over the course of a year, five clothes dryers 
could result in roughly the same amount of 
greenhouse gas emissions as an average-size 
car.

�x Using a clothesline can save consumers $30 per 
year,  reducing their dryer use by 25 per cent. 

�x For more information go to: http://www.
premier.gov.on.ca/news/Product.asp?
ProductID=2149&Lang=EN
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Tip # 3: Use a Clothesline 
Instead of the Dryer!
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Did you knowDid you know: : 
A clogged lint A clogged lint 
fifi ll ter in your ter in your 
dryer can cause dryer can cause 
it to use up to it to use up to 
30% more ele30% more elec-c-
tricity.tricity.

http://www.pdfonline.com/easypdf/?gad=CLjUiqcCEgjbNejkqKEugRjG27j-AyCw_-AP


�x As a general rule: for smaller cooking jobs, use 
smaller appliances (i.e., instead of your range 
or cook top, use the electric kettle, toaster oven 
or microwave.) 

�x Microwave ovens use up to 75% less energy, so 
whenever possible, use a microwave instead of 
your stove or oven

�x Generally, thaw frozen foods in the refrigerator 
before cooking, unless the label says otherwise.

�x�x For more information go to: http://www.
energy.gov.on.ca/index.cfm?
fuseaction=conservation.tips_stove
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Tip # 4: USE A 
MICROWAVE!
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Did you know:Did you know:
The average OThe average On-n-
tario household tario household 
uses 1 000 kiluses 1 000 kilo-o-
watts hours of watts hours of 
electricity  per electricity  per 
month. month. 
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�x Showers save hot water – a typical bath uses 
approximately 75 litres of hot water, while a 5-
minute shower with an efficient showerhead will 
use about half of that.

�x Fix leaky faucets – that little drip can add up to 
95 litres of water per faucet per month, and 
cost you 7 kWh per month. 

�x Installing low flow aerators on faucets can save 
water   and energy.

�x�x For more information go to: http://www.
energy.gov.on..ca/index.cfm?
fuseaction=conservation.tips_water
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Tip # 5: STAY CLEAN 
WITH A SHOWER!
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Did you know:Did you know:
Recycling one Recycling one 
ton of paper will ton of paper will 
save 4000 kilsave 4000 kilo-o-
watts of energy, watts of energy, 
7000 gallons of 7000 gallons of 
water, and 60 water, and 60 
pounds of air pounds of air 
popoll lutants. lutants. 
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�x Close your refrigerator door on a five dollar bill or 
piece of paper. If you can pull it out easily, you may 
need to replace the door gasket. Tight sealing gas-
kets keep cold air in and lower energy costs

�x Don't keep that old, inefficient refrigerator running 
in the basement for occasional refreshments. It 
could cost you $150 or more per year in electricity

�x Keep refrigerators and freezers out of direct 
sunlight, and allow at least 5 centimetres all around 
(or as recommended by the manufacturer) to allow 
heat to escape from the compressor and condensing 
coil

�x�x For more information go to: http://www.energy.
gov.on.ca/index.cfm?fuseaction=conservation.
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Tip # 6:  Your 
Refrigerator
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Did you know: Did you know: 
A full freezer A full freezer 
uses less eleuses less elec-c-
tritriccity than an ity than an 
empty one. empty one. 
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�x When buying an appliance, remember that it has two 
price tags: what you pay to take it home and what you 
pay for the energy and water it uses. 

�x ENERGY STAR qualified appliances incorporate advanced 
technologies that use 10–50% less energy and water 
than standard models. 

�x Simple actions can make a big difference. If just one in 
10 homes used ENERGY STAR qualified appliances, the 
change would be like planting 1.7 million new acres of 
trees.

�x�x For more information go to: http://www.energystar .gov/.gov/
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Tip # 7: Replace old appliances with 
new Energy Star qualified 

appliances
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Did you know: Did you know: 
85 to 90 % of the 85 to 90 % of the 
energy used by a energy used by a 
washing machine washing machine 
is used to heat is used to heat 
the water. the water. 
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�x A properly set programmable thermostat can reduce 
heating and cooling costs by up to 10%. 

�x In the summer set your central air conditioner for 25C 
when you are home and 28C when you are away. In the 
winter set your thermostat at 20C when you are home 
and 18C when sleeping or away.

�x If you feel cool, put on a sweater rather than simply 
turning up the thermostat. 

�x For more information go to: http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/
en/myenvironment/index.php
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Tip # 8: Install a 
programmable thermostat
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Did you knowDid you know: : 
You can save You can save 
two per cent on two per cent on 
your energy bill your energy bill 
for every degree for every degree 
Celsius you aCelsius you ad-d-
just on your thejust on your ther-r-
mostatmostat
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Tip # 9: TO USE OR NOT TO USE 
YOUR DISHWASHER

�x Don't waste hot water by pre-rinsing dishes before put-
ting them in the dishwasher – just scrape off food and 
empty liquids. 

�x Using a dishwasher can actually be more efficient than 
washing dishes by hand, assuming that you use the 
dishwasher once for every 3 or 4 times you would wash 
your dishes by hand.

�x Load dishes according to manufacturer's instructions to 
allow for proper water circulation. 

�x For more information go to: http://www.energy.gov.on.
ca/index.cfm?fuseaction=conservation.tips_dishwasher

MPP DMPP D AVEAVE  L L EVACEVAC
BB RANTRANT

96 Nelson Street, Unit 101
Brantford ON

N3T 2N1

Phone: 519-759-0361
Fax: 519-759-6439

Email: dlevac.mpp.co@liberal.
ola.org

MPP DAVE LEVAC
BRANT

Did you know:Did you know:
Air drying your Air drying your 
dishes can save dishes can save 
you 10% of the you 10% of the 
cost of opercost of opera-a-
tiontion
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�x 12 trees will, over their lifetime, absorb 1.9 tonnes of 
carbon, the same amount produced by an SUV going 
20,000 km

�x Trees can reduce heating and cooling costs in your home 
by up to 50%

�x The government is working with partners to plant as 
many as five million trees per year in southern Ontario 
to reach 50 million trees by 2020. The initiative will cost 
$79 million and help remove 3.8 million tonnes of car-
bon dioxide from our atmosphere by 2054, equal to 172 
million car trips from Toronto to Barrie.

�x For more information go to: http://www.premier.gov.on.
ca/news/Product.asp?ProductID=1593&offset=0
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Tip # 10: Go Green
Plant a TREE
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Did you knowDid you know: : 
Tress are the Tress are the 
lungs of the lungs of the 
earth, absorbing earth, absorbing 
carbon monocarbon monox-x-
ide, carbon dide, carbon di-i-
ooxxide, sulfur dide, sulfur di-i-
oxide, ozone oxide, ozone 
and other poand other pol-l-
luluttants. ants. 
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